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CHAPTER 14 - MATRIMONY, HOLY ORDER AND THE SACRAMEN T OF THE SICK

In this chapter we will deal with the remaining @br sacraments. Two of them are VOCATIONAL - or
SACRAMENTS OF COMMITMENT - namely: Matrimony and ldOrder. The final one is the ANOINTING OF
THE SICK - the Sacrament which prepares us forrdaatl union with God.

MATRIMONY

Marriage itself is a universal institution whereéiyy man and woman, who are free to marry one anatired
themselves to live together as man and wife fordéiseof their lives. Christ, as head of His bday €Church, makes
it the occasion of further grace for His membeosywen they enter upon the contract He makes dcaaghent —
the Sacrament of MATRIMONY. The word ‘matrimony’ roes from two Latin words meaning the office, ornylut
of a mother. So, quite simply, matrimony is PRIMARI for children. The main purpose of matrimony et
raising of a family and the fostering of a lovirgjationship. The very condition of indissolubility demanded in
order to provide the children of the marriage with security, love, care and education to whicly treese a right.

It is only too obvious that the real casualtiesibroken marriage are the children. The SIGN ofSherament of
course is the Exchange of Consent - what is pojyudatled the “Marriage Vows”. The words are:

“l .... TAKE YOU ....FOR MY LAWFUL HUSBAND/WIFE; TO HAVE AND TO HOLD FROM THIS DAY
FORWARD; FOR BETTER, FOR WORSE, FOR RICHER, FOR RRER, IN SICKNESS AND IN HEALTH,
TILL DEATH DO US PART.” Words which comprise a alestatement of intent to live with one another
UNCONDITIONALLY till death.

One phrase deserves special mention - “to haveoahold from this day forward”. This means the hagdver by
each to the other of the exclusive right over hisier body which either has the right to ask fod #me other the
duty to hand over - what St. Paul called the “naayei debt”. This would be the right moment to say fince that
right is EXCLUSIVE, nobody at all has the rightdtate to the couple how often or how seldom tH&F that
right and thus how many children they have. Ther€isays they must exercise what is called RESPBINSI
PARENTHOOD, neither bringing into the world childréhey cannot provide for, nor selfishly limitiniget number
in order to raise their own standard of living.

Who administers the Sacrament? The answer to tigistipn often comes as a surprise because it is IN®priest!
The BRIDE and GROOM administer the Sacrament to amether: the priest is merely the official witness
Consequently, if one of the partners is a NON-CHRASI, though they are validly married, NO SACRAMENS
CONFERRED because an unbaptised person can nadh@nister a Sacrament nor receive it. MIXED maeis
or marriages between a Catholic and a non-Catliiistian, are permitted - but not encouraged. féith of the
children is at risk when they see their two parelifter on what is such a vital matter.

People outside the Church often say “the Cathadfior€h does not allow divorce” as if it were a Chulaw. The
simple truth is that GOD doesn't allow divorce. Bige is, therefore, a legal fiction. If a man armohvan who are
free to marry declare their intention to live tdg@tas man and wife for ever, GOD MAKES it SO, anebne can
UNMAKE it. As the words say: “...what God has jointmether, let no man put asunder.” The Church merel
keeps God's law and so refuses to “remarry” a digdrmperson because he or she is still married disGxyes. The
Church does, however, permit a Catholic whose agerihas broken up to go through a civil divorcelitain
custody and financial provision for the childrere br she cannot of course, marry again since tlgenal marriage
stands. (A quick word here on annulment. This @ealaration by an ecclesiastical law court - calemarriage
tribunal - that no marriage had in fact taken plathis sometimes occurs when, for example, aftgordus
investigation, it is found that one of the partiesl defective consent. He or she had said, and e to say,
“we’ll try it out for a year or two and if it doe&rwork out, we’ll split up.” If this were the caséhe consent was
defective and there was no marriage. There aruwke, other grounds for annulment.)
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In an age when one out of three marriages (ev&uadfolics) break up, it is worth noting that wheodGnakes the
contract of marriage a Sacrament, that means Hetoagded all that the couple will need to KEEP tmatract.
The only thing that can break a Christian marrisg@hen one or both of the parties turns away féod. The
Grace of the Sacrament does not guarantee thelliwdlhappily ever after” but it does mean thathiey both work
at it, they have what they need to make a lastiving union until death.

HOLY ORDER

Now let us look at HOLY ORDER. The Catechism stately Order is the Sacrament by which Bishopsegis
and other ministers of the Church are ordainedraoéive power and grace to perform sacred dutiesah earlier
chapter on the Church | mentioned a ‘chain of comdrigrirst, there were those who, like Peter, tlhelR received
the two powers of consecration and forgiving sind the power to pass on these powers. These afsstheps,
called the successors of the apostles, who enpjuliness of the priesthood. Priests, who do meehthefullness

of the priesthood, have the two powers but canass phem on. The SIGNS of the Sacrament are thdNLGYON
OF HANDS by the bishop, the ANOINTING WITH CHRISM the ordinand’s hands and the HANDING OVER
OF THE CHALICE indicating the power to offer Ma3$ie FORM or words of the Ordination prayer, togethith
the laying on of hands, confer the power.

When dealing with Baptism, | said that the perseimdp baptised was anointed with chrism to show ttey share
in the “priestly, prophetic and royal roles” of @Gy their head. This sharing in Christ's priestti@mables them to
share in His sacrifice, uniting their spiritual shces with that of Christ. However, the shareGhrist’s priesthood
possessed by the priest is essentially differeetshires in Christ's priesthood in a UNIQUE wayffering the
Eucharistic Sacrifice in THE PERSON OF CHRIST. isléhe very means by which Christ makes Himsel§emné
The minister of the Sacrament is a bishop - noessarily the bishop of the Diocese since all bishapwe have
seen enjoy the fullness of the priesthood and eas pn the powers they possess.

There has been much talk in recent years of ascosidentity in the priesthood. Certainly, withetfaity being
encouraged to accept a greater share in the lifeeo€hurch, the priest's position is not quiteckarly defined as it
was in the past. Nevertheless, the Vatican Cowpeilled out the role of the priest very clearly wliestated that
the priest is ordained to: PREACH THE WORD OF G@DMINISTER THE SACRAMENTS and to FORM
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.

One final point. It is a grave mistake to thinkttittee priest is just “like anybody else”. He isr@adly, he may
behave “like anybody else”. Perhaps some of theudands who have left the priesthood allowed te&ms to
think they WERE just “like anybody else”. But thage in a unique position. They have two great pewerich
nobody can take from them and, when offering thy/I$@crifice of the Mass, they are acting in THER=ON OF
CHRIST. The words of Consecration are clear: “Tieis1Y Body... MY Blood” - NOT “This is Christ's Bogl..
Christ's Blood”. Christ uses their vocal chordsitthands as the means of making Himself presemi. ¢annot get
anything more unique than that!

THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK

This used to be called “Extreme Unction” which teddo suggest it was given at the “last gasp”s lintended
primarily for those in danger of death from siclksies old age - though it can also be administevettidse whose
health is seriously impaired. Its purpose is tepare the person for death or to assist their mgovif this is what
God wills. The preparation for death involves tthings. First, it gives the sick person the strbrtgt face death
calmly and, secondly, it removes any barriers beitwtae sick person and God by forgiving any simsmoich the

person is sorry.
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If it is to assist recovery then clearly it sholld administered as early as possible. People sor®fiesitate to
send for the priest for fear of alarming the siekgon - “surely she’s not THAT sick, Father!” igenf said. This is a
twofold error since one effect of the sacramenbi€ALM and the other to CURE! The SIGNS, as yoight
expect, indicate the effects - OIL, the sign oésgth, is used to indicate the spiritual strengtlergto face death
calmly. The WORDS “... MAY THE LORD WHO FREES YOBROM SIN, SAVE YOU AND RAISE YOU
UP.” indicate both the forgiveness of sin and theypr for recovery. Two small points: First, thiscBament is for
those in danger of death from SICKNESS or OLD AGHtsannot be given, for example, to soldiers hesfore
going into battle or to condemned criminals beferecution. Secondly, REAL DEATH is often separdiienin
APPARENT DEATH by quite a bit so those who havestjdied” can be anointed.

Finally, | have anointed many people over the yeaogne have made really remarkable recoveries. gtliebhave
rallied for a while — they have not been cured liite shown an immediate improvement in health secthey
were calmer than before. Then, when the end coimegalmness remains. Their last journey intoattmes of God
is peaceful. What more can we ask for than that?
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