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CHAPTER 2 — DIVINE REVELATION

In the last chapter we talked about the foundatiorour belief in God. We saw that even before waneine what
God has revealed to us about Himself and His pfanais, we can arrive at the conclusion that Hestexby
reasoning it out for ourselves from the evidencesture.

So we reasoned that God exists, that He is linsilesvery way and that He gave us two facultiexlwimake us
like Him. The faculty to know and the faculty tocifte - and these faculties show that we have anadtdestiny
and that we are responsible for our acts. Fromuasaw the need to respond and indeed that théstiveavery
purpose in being at all - to know, love and sereel G'his ‘vertical’ relationship between each of@®and God is
what gives meaning and power to our ‘horizontdktienship with others.

Now we take things a stage further. What we havéegbout for ourselves is, of course, very limitédter all it is
only what the mind can deduce from the evidencer@ation. What has been revealed, however, godsefand
what we can work out for ourselves. Indeed it goegond what we can even understand since it dedistie
mystery of God.

This is not something against reason but sometlaingbove and beyond its capacity to grasp. Thasoretells us
there is a God; faith tells us that there are thrersons in one God. Clearly therefore we need héfiat help,

‘faith’, is a free gift from God. Now faith or beli in someone is something that we are quite famiiith. We

frequently accept as truth things that othersusllWe don’t demand proof, we accept what they Eaperience
tells us it is safe to believe since people arallgtruthful. When the matter is more importantewer, we tend to
seek expert opinion. For example, if our healthas good we seek a doctor. In this case we acchpt i8 said

because we trust their specialist knowledge. Nphioevever, that our acceptance of the informatiobased on our
good opinion of the informant. Now, when we arelidgawith God we are dealing with Truth itself se@wot only

can but must believe everything He says, becausdatfwe know Him to be. However hard it is to bedi, or even
understand, it must be so because He says so.tNeless we clearly need help, and God Himself sfiteio us as a
free gift.

In fact He gives us three special gifts: Faith, Elgmd Charity - the ‘theological virtues’ as theg aalled. The
word ‘virtue’ comes from a Latin noun meaning ‘paivethe virtues then are powers given us by Godrtable us
to do what He asks. Here we are concerned with.fdilhe Catechism calls faith a “supernatural gifirf God
which enables us to believe, without doubting, whet God has revealed”. Notice it is a ‘gift’ fregliven, but it
also has to be accepted. We can refuse to aceegifttof faith and remain an unbeliever.

Sadly, many do refuse, some through pride sincg ¢henot accept there is anything vastly supedaméan. For
others the presence of evil in the world preserggimbling block. While others again (agnostics]) mot accept
anything that is not subject to proof. Now, asweeseen, we base our belief on the authority antegjon of our in-
formant or revealer. When however the informar@&dg we cannot pick and choose what we believeeliebe this
but | can't believe that.” We believe the lot besaHe says so. This will involve us in lots of thérwe don't like
because the vehicle for God’s revelation is then@at Church which is made up of human beings, lnchan
beings can be tiresome!

The Catholic Church then, teaches what has beealexl but that teaching is not just sterile rejoetj it is very
much alive. Over the centuries the Church hasatefteupon the truths entrusted to Her to pass Dmat reflection
produced deeper knowledge ... More accurate kngeled what was revealed, but never different. Thisalled
the ‘development of doctrine’, what is revealectlirmngeless truth, but there is more of it ... anmb¢omes clearer.
So, my reason for believing is God Himself - TRUTIFBELF. As the Catechism puts it “I must believeawvfsod
has revealed because God is the very truth andeitirer deceive nor be deceived”.
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My guide as to what | believe is the Catholic Chufounded for that purpose by Our Lord and commissi to
teach in His name. The authority for that Churcketch what | must believe comes of course fromsChiimself
who said: “Going therefore, teach ye all nations And behold | am with you all days, even to theszammation
of the world” (Mathew 28: 19,20) and “He that helrgou, heareth me” (Luke 10: 16). Now the Chuthe body
of Christ (1 Corinthians 12: 27) and Christ is TRHREVELATION - all God has to say. And, as we've seire
Church is continuously reflecting on what has bestnusted to Her.

Confirmation of the truth of revelation comes fr@uriptures, archaeology and history. But the redsohelieving
is God Himself, THE TRUTH, who gave authority tosHChurch to teach all that He had revealed. Thedbém
puts it this way: “I am to know what God has reedaby the testimony, teaching and authority of @aholic
Church”. So what must | believe? God'’s revelat®summarised in the Apostles’ Creed. Now faith agrs a free
act depending on the decision of the will to selelt accept God’s grace. Remember the epileptictefat| do
believe, Lord — help my unbelief.” (Mark 9: 23) Fhact involves humility and trust because we aoe@ting what
we cannot prove and may quite possibly not evererstand, purely because of our belief in the trodiwiness of
the One revealing it to us - God.

So | came to believe in the existence of God byl of reason. | didn’t require any revelation God’s part or
gift of faith at that stage. God has provided etroagidence in nature for an unbiased mind to actepfact He
exists of Himself, entirely independent of all el$et He created out of nothing all other thingsat He is limitless
in every way - time, space, knowledge, power ané.ld hat He created human beings superior to ladirotisible
forms of life; and what made them superior to Eéend like Him were the two spiritual facultidsmnd and will.
Which two same faculties show us we are destinetiveofor ever and are responsible for our actst Bt
knowledge is still limited, so God has revealedvadl need to know. What He reveals goes far abodebagond
what | can grasp unaided. So He gives me helpdiftaThe help he gives is the virtue of faith eliradp me to
believe all that He has revealed. Moreover He fedral Church to tell us just what has been reve&ethember, |
am used to taking people at their word though togan expert for special knowledge.

Since my informant in revelation is God, | mustepicall He reveals with the help of faith which leles me to do
so. Remember the Catechism definition of faith. &theless faith is a gift so | anot forced to believe. Indeed |
can refuse to believe but | am to some extent resple. Since it is God revealing | cannot pick ahdose, believe
this... and not believe that. | make one act ol all that God has revealed through His Chur€his revelation
is not something sterile but alive - a living megsaonstantly reflected upon by the Church whialegponsible for
delivering it, never changed but re-expressed mm®undly and more clearly. The whole truth willamurse only
be revealed in eternity by THE TRUTH - God Himself.

Meantime, however, | have more than enough to keephappy. Happy enough to make me want to shake wit
others what | possess myself. For that, rememberhat I'm expected to do. Not just to keep thehrdiut also to
spread it. Christ's command “Going therefore, tegetall nations...” was addressed to all of us wreoraembers

of His Church and share in that teaching role. @aseword: we are all naturally attracted to gobloe more we see
of it the greater the attraction so the greaterlmawledge of God, who is goodness itself, the tgreaill be our
love for Him, and the greater the desire to shiaeegbod. Put quite simply, the better | know mytfahe more I'll
love it. The more | love it the more I'll want tags it on.

Chapter 2 Page 2



