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CHAPTER 8 — THE CHURCH (Part Two)

In the last chapter, we took our first look at @&tholic Church - the INVISIBLE Church which we ohefd as “the
union of all the faithful under one head, Jesussthiwe saw that the union was of a very intimagture - like the
parts of a body, in fact that it is called the Mgat Body of Christ, Recognisable for what it is foyr clear signs or
“MARKS” - it is ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC and APOSTOLICNow we shall examine the outward structure of the
Church - the VISIBLE Church.

Almost all Christians say “I BELIEVE... IN THE HOLXATHOLIC CHURCH?” but meanings vary and all but one
of them say that the Church is invisible. The etiocep of course, is Catholics. We say that not aslghrist present
in His Body the Church but that this Body is pl&m all to see. It is a visible organisation mage af visible
people.

Moreover, it has a visible head - the Bishop of Rpthe Vicar of Jesus Christ, the Pope. Who saysasal what
right have we to say so? You may remember that wiemvere dealing with the Incarnation, | said Bat Lord

gradually brought the apostles to realise who He. Waat it was Simon Peter who, in answer to thestion “who

do you think | am?” answered, “YOU ARE THE CHRISTHE SON OF THE LIVING GOD". Then, if you
remember, Our Lord showed him he was right by arisge“Simon, son of Jonah, you are a happy mamuee it
was not flesh and blood that revealed this to yourby Father in heaven.” So God was telling hint this was
something that had been revealed by God! You aooddhave greater certainty than that.

Our Lord then added further remarks and prefacedhtby doing something extremely significant - Hargdped
Simon’s name. To a Jew of that time that meant e&grly that he was being given special work toTee word
He used was KEPHA - a word meaning a rock or stAsea matter of interest, in French, the word PIERReans
both rock and the name Peter. The point to remeiskikat the name meant what he was to BE. So Retetto be
a ROCK - the rock on which Our Lord was to build ihurch. On another occasion, Our Lord had tatied
house built on rock which could stand up to any sbbad weather or storm. So the point here, foseewas that
Peter was to be the rock - the firm foundation wdrich Our Lord would build his Church and thawibuld weather
any storm: stand up to any opposition.

Our Lord then went on to say, “I WILL GIVE YOU THEKEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN:
WHATSOEVER YOU BIND ON EARTH SHALL BE BOUND ALSO INHEAVEN: WHATSOEVER YOU
LOOSE ON EARTH SHALL BE LOOSED ALSO IN HEAVEN". Sdhis man, then, PETER, was not just to be a
rock, a firm foundation, but he also had the righadmit or exclude whomever he wanted and the t@make or
dispense with any law he liked and that those @»@of his would have divine backing. What aduhbppened?
The man who was called the Rock, in order to sptieadsospel most effectively went to what was ttiencentre

of the civilised world - Rome. He chose well, Chiaisity spread with the march of the Roman Legi®slERE he
went is of secondary importance. What matters isOMkENt there - Peter - the ROCK on whom the Chwah
founded. His position was unique. He was the Rbekhad supreme authority and EVERYBODY RECOGNISED
IT. So when he died (by crucifixion in the VaticAmena) another man succeeded to his position atttbaty
called LINUS and he was succeeded by a man cal8lGL ETUS who was followed by a man called CLEMENT.
The present holder of the post is a German who thekname Benedict XVI — he is the 36Bope in this
continuous line.

Now let's go back to the beginning again. Peter m@tsthe only apostle. The others were there t@wis the only
one declared a ROCK but together with him the atheere recipients of two great powers. The firsttafse

powers is described in four different places inkteav Testament:- Matthew Chapter 26; Mark 14; LAReand St

Paul's first letter to the Corinthians, Chapter They all describe a meal - the Last Supper - anatWwappened at
the end of it. Remember, Jesus Christ is God, scadelo ANYTHING and He always tells the Truth
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Well, what did He do? He took some bread off thdetablessed it, broke it and distributed it to #p®stles saying,
“THIS IS MY BODY"”. Then He took some wine and dibtited that saying “THIS IS MY BLOOD”... AND SO IT
WAS!

He then added, “DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME". How couldey unless He was giving them the Power to do so?
And so of course, He was. And the power was passdrbcause everybody took Him at His Word and e@é for

a thousand years... before anyone even questioria this day, the Catholic Church possessespihater which is
passed to priests at their ordination and exeraséte consecration in every Holy Mass.

The other power is described in John 22. It wagdE&unday evening.., the doors were closed inughper room
where the apostles were... and Jesus walked dttaigltugh them and stood among them.... “SHALOME &hid,
“Peace be with you!” and then the Gospel accourgsgon to say that He BREATHED on them and said:
“RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT” (the word for Spirit anBreath are the same in Aramaic) “FOR THOSE WHOSE
SINS YOU FORGIVE: THEY ARE FORGIVEN. FOR THOSE WHEBSSINS YOU RETAIN: THEY ARE
RETAINED.”

There are two points to notice here - First, a PQifgiven - the power to forgive sins, and Secgnitiley have to
make a DECISION - whether to use that power or Antact of judgement was called for - to forgivenot to for-

give. What are the criteria? Well, think! How caouyforgive if you don't know WHAT you are forgivirtgAnd

secondly, since this is God’s power being usedigmrtame, how can you use it on one who is UNREPENTA
Your decision to forgive, therefore, is subjectto clear conditions. You know what it is you apegfiving and you
are satisfied that the person is repentant. But ¢emwyou know unless they tell you? So, of couts=pne wanting
to be forgiven has to CONFESS to one who has thepto forgive - a priest.

You might hear a lapsed or badly-instructed Cathsdly “| don’'t need a priest! | just tell God I'norsy in my
heart.” This does not take into account somethiegstall deal with later - the social aspect of ihwe shall say
here is that this is how Christ demands that wef@sforgiveness for serious sin.

Now, so far we have seen that one man, the Rockgwean supreme authority: all the apostles reckiwe powers
and were instructed to pass them on -

the power to consecrate and the power to forgive Bien, He gave instructions to a wider audiedesdribed in
Luke 10) and He finished that instruction by sayirlg who listens to you, listens to me” so He géiis divine
backing to them also. He told His apostles to TEA&lIHhat He had commanded them and to ‘teach’ méatell
others something that you know which they haveyebtiearned. Now since that ‘something’ comes fi@od, it
must be true and you must accept it. There is amroere for private opinion. The Catholic Churatnal teaches in
this way and demands acceptance of what it teact@ming divine authority for doing so. Moreovas we saw
last time, how can that Body of which Christ is thead be in error? So the Church claims the gift of
INFALLIBILITY, or freedom from error, when it pronmces solemnly upon doctrine or morals whetheruttinca
Council or the Pope on his own speaking officiallybehalf of the whole Church.

We can see in all this a definite chain of commaitie Rock (and his successors, the Popes) whgsgjpreme
authority; the Apostles (and their successorspibleops) who have two great powers and the ahdityass them
on; those who have the powers but cannot pass dhefriests - and all of them have been commisditméeach
the truth and demand acceptance of it. Since th#t has divine backing, the Church claims it Haes gift of

infallibility. The Catholic Church alone makes tilese claims.

Let us not forget, however, that the Church, theyBof Christ, is nevertheless made up of humandsewmith all
the usual failings and thus it is unreasonablexjpeet perfection of anyone in it. Our Lord, JeS§iiwist never
promised that it would be a PERFECT Church... at &LL would enter it... or that it would be POPURABuUt He
DID say that it was the Body of which He was thadieHe gave it lavish powers for us to make usanof He
promised that it would survive for ever.

How lucky we are! Let us strive to make our corokit better!
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